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Evaluation  Of  National  Center  For  Health  Statistics 


The  G)mmittee  to  Evaluate  the  National  Center  for 
Health  Statistics  {Statistical  Reporter  No.  72-2,  April 
1971,  p.  27)  which  was  chaired  by  Philip  M.  Hauser 
of  the  University  of  Chicago,  submitted  its  report  of 
major  findings  and  recommendations  to  the  Administra¬ 
tor  of  the  Health  Services  and  Mental  Health  Adminis¬ 
tration,  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare. 
Si^plementing  the  report  is  a  series  of  19  special 
reports  which  detail  or  support  many  of  the  findings 
and  recommendations.  The  list  of  these  reports  is 
shown  at  the  end  of  this  article. 

The  report  is  divided  into  four  sections;  Introduc¬ 
tion,  Health  Statistics  Today,  Health  Statistics  Tomor¬ 
row,  and  Recommendations.  The  major  portion  of 
Health  Statistics  Tomorrow  and  all  of  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  are  reprinted  below. 

HEALTH  STATISTICS  TOMORROW 

We  have  great  need  for  an  expanded  program  of 
health  statistics  for  the  strengthening  and  improvement 
of  health  services.  Health  care  is  a  pressing  social, 
political,  and  economic  issue  in  the  United  States  today. 
Issues  of  special  concern  are  the  financing  of  care,  the 
availabilit)’  of  resources,  factors  affecting  use  of  services, 
and  the  evaluation  of  health  services  provided. 

Health  status  and  conditions  are  influenced  not  only 
by  the  availability  and  quantity  of  health  services,  but 
also  by  many  other  factors.  It  is  generally  recognized 
that  the  problems  of  health  in  America  are  closely  related 
to  and  often  reflect  general  social  and  economic  prob¬ 
lems  such  as  poverty,  urban  deterioration,  and  poor 
education.  Today  we  have  no  effective  way  of  measur¬ 
ing  the  relative  importance  of  these. 

The  NCHS  has  made  significant  contributions  to  the 
development  of  "reliable,  general  purpose,  national, 
desaiptive  health  statistics”  in  accordance  with  its 
stated  mission.  Substantial  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  gathering,  processing,  and  dissemination  of  health 
statistics  as  well  as  in  the  refinement  of  methodological 
and  statistical  techniques  in  this  area.  But  present 
stahstical  techniques,  and  the  data  now  collected  and 
psdilished  on  health  status,  health  care  resources,  health 


service  utilization,  financing  and  organization  of  health 
care  services,  are  not  adequate  for  planning  to  meet  the 
health  problems  faced  by  the  Nation. 

To  answer  already  pressing  problems,  to  cope  with 
the  health  problems  of  tomorrow,  and  to  provide  a  basis 
for  the  formulation  of  public  policy  in  the  health  area, 
there  is  a  need  for  the  systematic  development  of  ac¬ 
curate  and  comprehensive  data  for  planning,  administer¬ 
ing,  and  evaluating  health  care  in  the  United  States. 
These  data  should  be  developed  within  a  framework  of 
a  health  accounts  system  which  would  relate  the  inputs 
into  the  system  and  the  outputs  from  the  system,  com¬ 
bining  and  synthesizing  general  purpose  and  program¬ 
matic  statistics. 

A  System  of  National  Health  Accounts 

A  system  of  health  accounts,  consisting  of  inputs  of 
resources,  measured  in  dollars,  manpower,  facilities,  and 
services,  and  outputs  of  health  status,  measured  by 
mortality',  morbidity,  disability  and  ability  to  function, 
is  a  necessary'  tool  for  the  Administrator  who  must  make 
the  decisions  concerning  deployment  of  the  resources 
at  his  disposal. 

The  input  and  output  data  must  be  sufficiently  com¬ 
prehensive  and  detailed  to  permit  analysis  of  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  various  resource  inputs  and  benefit 
outputs,  and  between  general  purpose  and  programmatic 
statistics. 

General  purpose  statistics,  such  as  those  collected  by 
the  National  Center  for  Health  Statistics,  provide  an 
overview  of  the  mortality,  morbidity,  and  disability  of 
the  population  and  of  the  general  pattern  of  utilization 
of  the  health  care  system.  These  statistics  provide  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  nature  and  magnitude  of  the  country’s 
health  problems.  At  the  same  time,  the  several  health 
care  programs  under  the  aegis  of  the  Health  Services 
and  Mental  Health  Administration  are  producing  a  con¬ 
siderable  volume  of  program  statistics.  'The  health  ac¬ 
counts  system  will  help  the  Administrator  to  assess  the 
extent  to  which  the  programs  for  which  he  is  respon¬ 
sible  are  meeting  the  Nation’s  health  care  needs,  and  at 
what  cost. 
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The  main  purpose  of  a  system  of  health  accounts  is 
to  aid  in  visualizing  the  relation  of  inputs  to  outputs, 
both  for  the  Nation  and  for  specific  programs.  To  the 
degree  that  the  health  accounts  system  clarifies  relation¬ 
ships,  it  should  serve  as  a  managerial  tool  to  help  set 
program  priorities,  allocate  resources,  and  identify  gaps 
in  the  available  statistical  information. 

Cooperative  Federal-State-Local  Health  Statistics  System 

The  recognized  goal  of  the  Cooperative  Federal-State- 
Local  Health  Statistics  System  is  to  achieve  data  com¬ 
parability  in  health  statistics  activities  at  all  levels  of 
government  and  the  private  sector  by  developing  stand¬ 
ard  definitions,  classifications  and  collection  procedures, 
so  that  elemental  data  units  could  How  to  all  levels  of 
the  health  community.  This  would  insure  that  data 
secured  from  source  documents  at  each  level  of  the  sys¬ 
tem  were  comparable  from  State  to  State  and  could  be 
aggregated  at  any  level  for  program  planning,  manage¬ 
ment,  evaluation  and  research  purposes.  A  system  of 
national  health  accounts  could  serve  as  a  useful  guide 
to  State  and  local  areas  participating  in  the  system. 

A  successful  Cooperative  Federal-State-Local  Health 
Statistics  System  will  receive  fiscal  and  administrative 
support  only  as  it  meets  the  needs  of  the  administrators, 
particularly  at  the  State  and  local  levels.  Its  viability 
will  depend  in  large  part  on  the  ability  of  the  statistical 
staff  to  understand  and  foster  the  intimate  and  mutually 
dependent  relationship  between  programmatic  and  gen¬ 
eral  purpose  statistics. 

The  NCHS  must  develop  an  adequate  field  staff 
cognizant  of  Federal,  State,  and  local  data  resources  and 
needs,  to  provide  consultation  and  substantive  technical 
assistance  to  State  and  local  personnel.  At  present,  there 
is  a  marked  lack  of  trained  personnel  knowledgeable  in 
this  area. 


T raining  Activities 

The  Committee  supports  the  NCHS  plans  to  meet 
such  needs  by  several  training  activities.  The  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  Data  Use  and  Analysis  Laboratory  within 
NCHS,  expansion  and  enrichment  of  the  Applied  Sta¬ 
tistics  Training  Institute  (ASTI)  training  programs, 
and  university-level  long-term  training  programs  in 
health  statistics  are  activities  directed  to  these  ends. 

Currently,  ASTI’s  program  is  technical  rather  than 
issue-related.  There  is  a  continuing  need  for  such  tech¬ 
nically  oriented  activities  as  medical  coding,  sample 


design  and  analytical  techniques.  However,  inaeasi^  [ 
attention  should  be  given  to  professional  training  whim  ! 
a  conceptual  framework  and  related  to  the  general  pm. 
pose  programmatic  issue.  Consider,  for  example,  tl^ 
problem  of  developing  a  record  system  which  cat 
effectively  monitor  and  evaluate  a  Health  Maintenanct 
Organization  (HMO)  system — certainly  a  problem  oi 
considerable  concern  at  the  present  time. 

Data  Needs 

The  system  of  health  accounts  must  evolve  out  of  da 
give  and  take  of  ideas  in  the  work  process  rather  than 
from  a  blueprint  drafted  in  advance.  Some  of  the  dati  i 
that  will  be  needed  within  this  framework  are  describtd 
in  the  following  pages.  This  discussion,  clearly,  rann^n 
pretend  to  provide  a  comprehensive  listing  of  requhe. 
ments  for  each  area. 

1.  POPULATION 

The  Vital  Statistics  Program  of  the  NCHS  is  a  strooj 
one,  and  one  which  meets  most  of  the  subject-matte 
demands  of  its  users.  But  as  we  look  at  the  prob¬ 
lems  with  which  the  health  community  is  now  bt- 
ginning  to  grapple,  we  find  major  questions  which 
cannot  be  answered  with  available  data.  As  we  hivt 
noted  earlier,  part  of  the  problem  is  the  inadequate 
analysis  and  linkage  of  information  from  vital  records, 
part  the  lack  of  standardization  of  record  forms,  and 
part  incompleteness  of  reporting.  Important  areas 
remain  in  which  basic  information  is  not  collected. 
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Meeting  these  needs  will  require  changes  in  the  i 
content  of  the  birth,  death,  marriage,  or  divorce  regis-  I 
tration  forms.  Such  changes  in  most  cases  require  modi-  I 
fication  of  the  State  laws  under  which  initial  vital  regis-  ! 
tration  is  conducted.  Achieving  such  changes  will  re¬ 
quire  increased  effectiveness  by  NCHS  in  working 
directly  with  the  representatives  of  official  State  agen-  i 
cies  concerned  with  vital  statistics,  and  imagination  and 
resourcefulness  in  working  with  appropriate  profes¬ 
sional  organizations. 

Birth  and  Death  Statistics. — In  the  field  of  popula¬ 
tion  statistics,  the  present  and  future  growth  of  the 
population  are  of  overriding  concern.  But  for  the  basic 
question:  "What  factors  are  affecting  fertility?",  we 
deal  with  conjecture  as  much  as  with  facts.  To  meet  the 
needs  in  this  area  we  support  the  undertaking  of  the 
planned  Family  Growth  Survey  and  urge  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  an  abortion  reporting  program. 
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NCHS  has  commenced  plans  for  a  major  Family 
Growth  Survey  to  provide  new  data  on  natality,  fertility, 
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family  planning,  and  health.  Field  work  for  this  survey 
^  be  conducted  during  the  period  November  1972 
through  May  1973  including  the  pretest,  and  biennally 
thereafter.  This  survey  will  be  similar  to  the  Growth  of 
^^inehcan  Families  Surveys  of  1955  and  1970,  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Survey  Research  Center  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  and  the  Scripps  Foundation  for  Research 
in  Population  Problems,  and  to  the  National  Fertility 
Studies  of  1965  and  1970,  conducted  by  Princeton  Uni- 
*  versity  with  funding  from  the  National  Institute  of 
Child  Health  and  Human  Development. 

Data  will  be  obtained  every  2  years  by  interviewing 
probability  samples  of  the  Nation’s  women  in  the  re¬ 
productive  ages  who  have  ever  been  married,  with  ques¬ 
tions  including  marital  and  pregnancy  history,  attitudes 
I  about  family  size,  contraceptive  practices,  and  socio- 
t  (coooinic  background.  The  development  and  funding 
of  this  program  can  be  considered  a  major  step  forward 
not  only  for  NCHS  but  for  population  research  through- 
I  out  the  world.  'The  plans,  however,  do  not  call  for 
,  interviews  of  never-married  women.  As  a  significant 
i  number  of  births  (x:cur  to  such  women,  some  attempt 
should  be  made  to  include  them  in  the  survey  despite 
the  problems  which  such  inclusion  might  create. 

A  serious  gap  in  the  vital  statistics  reporting  system 
is  the  lack  of  reporting  of  the  abortion  component  of 
fetal  deaths.  The  policy  of  the  NCHS  has  been  to 
collect  and  publish  data  only  on  fetal  deaths  with  a 
gestation  age  of  20  weeks  or  more. 

In  the  United  Nations’  Principles  for  a  Vital  Statistics 
System,  (Statistical  Papers,  Series  M,  No.  19,  August 
1953),  fetal  death  is  defined  as  "death  prior  to  the  com¬ 
plete  expulsion  or  extraction  from  its  mother  of  a 
product  of  conception,  irrespective  of  the  duration  of 
pregnancy.’’  'That  report  recommends  with  respect  to 
fetal  deaths  ".  .  .  the  registration  of  all  fetal  deaths 
irrespective  of  the  period  of  gestation  is  a  desirable 
goal  to  be  attained  as  soon  as  possible  .  .  .’’ 

The  growing  importance  of  legal  or  therapeutic  abor¬ 
tion  as  a  determinant  of  fertility  and  the  recent  sharp 
changes  in  laws  covering  this  area  reinforce  the  need 
for  collection  and  analysis  of  the  vital  records  for  such 
pregnancy  terminations.  'The  NCHS  has  lagged  behind 
New  York  City  and  those  other  jurisdictions  which  have 
I  taken  leadership  in  reporting  in  this  field,  analyzing  the 
social  and  demographic  characteristics  of  the  women, 
uid  reporting  their  receipt  of  medical  care. 

As  improved  abortion  reporting  through  the  vital 
went  registration  system  will  require  the  solution  of 
difficult  problems  involving  confidentiality  and  differ¬ 


ences  in  legal  reporting  requirements  by  States  and  other 
jurisdictions,  the  path  to  adequate  data  will  be  difficult 
and  lengthy.  NCHS  should  continue  to  work  with 
State  and  local  vital  registration  officials  to  obtain 
implementation  of  necessary  changes  in  the  legal  regis¬ 
tration  systems.  Meanwhile,  a  way  to  produce  better 
nationwide  data  is  to  develop  supplemental  national 
sample  reporting  programs  by  hospitals  and  other  health 
service  providers.  'The  Center  for  Disease  Control  is 
experimenting  with  a  system  based  on  service  reports 
from  hospitals,  which  may  serve  as  a  basis  for  further 
NCHS  development. 

An  important  problem  for  users  of  death  data  has 
been  the  identification  of  the  diseases  present  at  death 
and,  of  these,  which  is  the  underlying  cause.  Mortality 
statistics  have  generally  dealt  with  the  single  condition 
identified  as  the  underlying  cause  of  death,  and  only 
rarely  with  the  multiple  conditions  present.  Although 
the  underlying  cause  concept  served  public  health  pur¬ 
poses  reasonably  well  when  major  concern  centered  on 
communicable  diseases,  the  concept  is  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  inadequate  as  chronic  diseases  have  increased  in 
importance  as  causes  of  death;  as  accidents,  injuries,  and 
occupational  diseases  have  become  subject  to  increased 
study;  as  the  role  of  psychiatric  disorders  has  received 
more  emphasis;  as  medical  research  has  sought  a  clearer 
picture  of  the  natural  history  of  diseases;  and  as  related 
problems  are  emerging  with  changing  meaning  and 
definition  of  death. 

Death  reports  do  not  supply  adequate  socioeconomic 
data,  and  there  are  few  national  statistics  by  socioeco¬ 
nomic  indicators.  Better  data  in  this  area,  related  to 
causes  of  death,  medical  care  received,  and  illness  his¬ 
tory,  would  help  to  determine  the  impact  of  govern¬ 
mental  and  private  efforts  on  the  incidence  and  preva¬ 
lence  of  illness,  as  well  as  to  reduce  excess  mortality. 
For  example,  the  addition  of  years  of  schooling  on  the 
death  certificate  would  provide,  at  relatively  small  in¬ 
crease  in  data  collection  cost,  a  highly  significant  meas¬ 
urement  of  socioeconomic  status  for  mortality  analysis. 

Some  of  these  data,  particularly  those  related  to 
socioeconomic  status,  should  be  provided  through  ap¬ 
propriate  changes  in  the  vital  statistics  records.  Others 
are  best  obtained  through  special  studies  of  various  kinds 
such  as  follow-back  surveys  and  different  types  of  link¬ 
age  mechanisms  relating  the  birth  and  death  certificates 
to  each  other  or  to  other  types  of  documents  such  as  the 
Census  schedules  and  medical  records. 

In  recent  years  there  has  been  considerable  interest  in 
the  development  of  a  National  Death  Index,  an  Index 
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useful  to  individuals  conducting  epidemiological  investi¬ 
gations.  This  has  been  supported  by  the  U.S.  National 
Committee  on  Vital  and  Health  Statistics  and  more  re¬ 
cently  by  the  President’s  Commission  on  Federal  Sta¬ 
tistics.  In  view  of  the  importance  and  usefulness  of  a 
National  Death  Index,  NCHS  should  devise  a  plan  to 
meet  the  various  problems  attendant  on  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  such  an  Index. 

Marriage  and  Divorce  Statistics. — Statistics  on  mar¬ 
riage  and  divorce  are  particularly  deficient  despite  their 
importance  in  our  society.  The  first  need  for  marriage 
and  divorce  reports,  as  has  been  noted,  is  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  reporting  areas.  Turning  to  data  reported, 
marriage  and  divorce  records  are  found  to  be  much  less 
standardized  and  to  include  much  less  information  than 
those  for  births  and  deaths. 

Marriage  statistics  by  race  or  color  are  seriously 
limited  by  laws  prohibiting  the  collection  of  such  data 
on  the  certificates.  Data  about  rates  of  first  and  remar¬ 
riage,  about  ages  at  marriage,  and  about  remarriages  of 
widowed  and  divorced  persons  are  not  available  for 
whites  and  nonwhites,  or  for  groups  such  as  Negroes, 
American  Indians  or  persons  of  Chinese  or  Japanese 
descent,  for  approximately  one  third  of  all  marriages  in 
the  Marriage  Reporting  Area.  The  Public  Health  Con¬ 
ference  on  Records  and  Statistics  strongly  endorses  the 
placing  of  items  such  as  race  or  color  in  a  confidential 
section  of  the  certificate  in  order  to  permit  legitimate 
statistical  uses  but  bar  other  uses.  Just  as  school  and 
other  systems  have  found  that  data  on  race  or  color 
were  needed  and  have  reinstituted  their  reporting,  so 
family  service  and  other  public  programs  need  such  data 
to  plan  and  to  evaluate  their  impact.  Suppressing  the 
basic  data  on  race  or  color  creates  an  additional  barrier 
to  understanding  and  planning  related  to  these  prob¬ 
lems.  Additional  data  of  value  would  include  remar¬ 
riage  statistics  for  both  widows  and  widowers  by  age, 
income  status  prior  to  widowhood,  and  other  socio¬ 
economic  variables.  'There  is  also  need  for  statistics  on 
the  distribution  of  children  by  age  for  various  kinds  of 
families,  by  age  of  family  head,  and  by  type  of  family, 
and  for  more  comprehensive  cohort  analysis. 

2.  HEALTH  STATUS 

Surveys  of  the  NCHS — the  Health  Interview  Sur¬ 
vey,  the  Health  Examination  Survey,  and  the  Hospital 
Discharge  Survey — have  produced  a  wide  range  of 
valuable  information  about  many  aspects  of  the  health 
of  the  American  people.  Data  have  been  assembled 
and  published  for  such  characteristics  as  disability. 


illness  in  bed,  and  hospitalization,  all  in  relation  to 
age,  sex,  family  income,  and  certain  other  socioeco. 
nomic  characteristics.  Major  chronic  diseases  have  r. 
ceived  careful  study,  and  their  prevalence  has  be® 
documented.  Much  attention  has  been  given  to  tit 
growth  and  development,  physical  and  mental,  of  younj 
people.  The  current  Health  and  Nutrition  Examinatioii 
Survey  will  provide  an  overview  of  the  nutritiooi! 
status  of  the  entire  population. 

There  are  data  gaps,  of  course.  Preschool  childjo 
have  not  been  examined,  although  they  are  included  b 
the  current  HANES.  Data  on  industry  and  school  in¬ 
juries,  and  on  environmentally  stimulated  diseases,  iic 
not  satisfactory.  Too  much  time  elapses  before  tests 
for  conditions  of  new  concern,  such  as  sickle  cell  anemii. 
lead  poisoning,  and  other  conditions  associated  with 
environmental  hazards,  are  included  in  the  surveys. 

But  a  more  basic  question  must  be  addressed.  What  is 
meant  by  health  status?  'There  are  a  variety  of  partiil 
indices,  including  disability  days,  hospital  days,  phy. 
sician  visits,  and  the  incidence  and  prevalence  of  ker 
diseases.  Mortality  statistics  provide  other  indices. 

Mortality  was  a  sensitive  indicator  of  health  status  i 
when  the  infectious  diseases  were  a  major  health  prob¬ 
lem.  It  is  still  of  value  in  certain  situations.  But  indices 
of  morbidity  are  greatly  needed  today  for  program  plan, 
ning  and  evaluation,  particularly  for  assessing  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  programs  aimed  at  primary  prevention.  Fur¬ 
ther,  measures  of  disability  and  functional  status  are 
needed  to  assess  the  impact  of  health  programs  on 
patients  with  chronic  disease  and  of  programs  to  im¬ 
prove  the  lot  of  the  elderly.  Such  indices  would  pro¬ 
vide  the  means  for  relating  health  to  medical  care,  to  , 
age,  to  income,  to  occupation,  to  place  of  residence.  In 
view  of  the  increasing  importance  of  scKioeconomic 
factors,  indices  sensitive  to  changes  in  life  style  and  the  ^ 
quality  of  life  will  become  increasingly  significant.  A 
great  deal  of  methodological  research  needs  to  be  under¬ 
taken  in  this  connection. 

How  can  health  status  information  be  put  into  i 
meaningful  and  useful  form?  'The  NCHS  has  given 
this  problem  some  attention.  In  1965  the  Center  pub-  | 
lished  An  Index  of  Health:  Mathematical  Models.  This  | 
took  into  account  the  number  and  duration  of  illnesses  [ 
and  the  occurrence  of  death.  The  next  year  the  Center  | 
published  Conceptual  Problems  in  Developing  an  Index  j 
of  Health;  this  focused  on  the  goal  of  developing  a  com-  ^ 
prehensive  index  of  changing  health  status,  one  which  ; 
would  use  both  mortality  and  morbidity  data.  This  | 
report  recommended  that  the  nonfatal  consequences  of 
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illness  be  measured  in  terms  of  the  total  annual  volume 
of  disability  days. 

Further  work  on  this  latter  component  was  then  un¬ 
dertaken  by  the  NCHS  and  documented  in  a  1972  pub¬ 
lication,  Disability  Components  for  an  Index  of  Health. 
This  report  considered  three  components,  disability  days 
of  (1)  institutionalized  persons  with  long-term  disabil¬ 
ity^  (2)  noninstitutionalized  persons  with  long-term  dis¬ 
ability,  and  (3)  persons  with  short-term  disability.  Data 
for  the  latter  two  are  available  from  the  HIS,  but  ade¬ 
quate  data  for  the  long-term  institutional  population  are 
not  available  on  a  regular  basis. 

Another  effort  to  develop  a  general  index  of  health 
was  made  by  the  Human  Population  Laboratory  of 
Alameda  County.  The  goal  was  to  measure  health  along 
the  three  dimensions  specified  in  the  WHO  concept 
(physical,  mental,  and  serial)  and  ultimately  seek  a 
composite  index.  The  physical  health  index  developed 
by  this  group  used  a  spectrum  ranging  from  severe 
disability,  through  presence  of  chronic  conditions,  and 
presence  of  symptoms,  to  "no  complaints,”  with  a  meas¬ 
ure  of  central  tendency  termed  a  "ridit”  for  each  com¬ 
ponent  population  group.  The  usefulness  of  this  index 
was  then  tested  in  relation  to  age,  income,  and  other 
characteristics  and  then  in  relation  to  health  practices. 
A  measurement  of  mental  health,  developed  from  an 
eight-item  Index  of  Psychological  Well-Being,  was  also 
tested. 

Other  investigators  are  exploring  other  approaches. 
Further  work  is  needed,  so  that  some  such  measures 
can  be  agreed  upon  and  used  more  widely. 

3.  HEALTH  MANPOWER 

Health  manpower  data  today  are  generally  limited 
to  counts  of  persons,  with  some  delineation  of  personal 
characteristics  and  of  geographic  distribution.  Defini¬ 
tions  even  of  the  persons  to  be  included  in  a  total 
count  are  far  from  precise.  New  occupations  are 
emerging  rapidly  in  response  to  new  medical  technol¬ 
ogy,  but  there  is  little  information  available  about 
the  locations  or  extent  of  these  developments.  Studies 
of  changing  functions  have  been  fragmentary.  The 
staffing  patterns  of  health  service  units  and  the  pro¬ 
ductivity  and  effectiveness  of  professional  and  allied 
workers  under  varying  patterns  of  setting,  organization, 
»nd  payment,  for  varying  population  groups,  have 
hardly  been  touched  on. 

Health  manpower  shortages  and  costs,  both  direct  and 
indirect,  are  considered  today  to  be  the  major  barriers 
to  the  adequate  availability  of  health  services.  While 


the  primary  role  of  the  NCHS  in  the  collection  and  dis¬ 
semination  of  vital  and  health  status  statistics  is  fairly 
clear,  the  position  with  respect  to  health  manpower 
statistics  is  not.  The  NIH  Bureau  of  Health  Manpower 
Education  and  NCHS  have  overlapping  responsibilities 
for  the  collection  and  analysis  of  manpower  data.  Al¬ 
though  the  two  agencies  have  been  trying  to  coordinate 
plans,  much  of  the  needed  work  remains  undone. 

Looking  to  the  future,  then,  are  needs  for  statistics 
which  give  more  meaningful  information  about  the 
supply,  distribution,  and  characteristics  of  health  man¬ 
power,  in  relation  to  functions  and  to  organizational  or 
institutional  settings  in  which  they  function.  Data 
adequate  for  cohort  analysis  and  for  projections  of 
future  supplies  must  be  developed. 

These  needs  will  in  turn  require  a  careful  evaluation 
of  the  quality  and  usefulness  of  data  now  available  and 
the  development  of  new  mechanisms  for  the  collection 
of  more  meaningful  data.  Important  among  these  will 
be  the  development  of  methods  and  procedures  for 
States  and  communities  to  make  complementary  or 
parallel  studies  of  their  own  manpower  resources,  within 
the  context  of  a  Cooperative  Federal-State-Local  Health 
Statistics  System. 

4.  HEALTH  CARE  FACILITIES 

What  kinds  of  medical  care  delivery  systems  will 
be  developed  in  the  future,  and  what  will  be  their 
impact  on  traditional  facilities  used  in  health  care? 
What  new  facility  patterns  are  likely  to  emerge?  What 
about  care,  for  example,  for  such  population  groups  as 
the  mentally  ill,  criminals,  drug  addicts  and  alcoholics? 
How  will  care  for  these  groups  alter  present  institu¬ 
tional  facility  concepts?  The  use  of  income  mainte¬ 
nance  plans  and  other  methods  of  financing  such  pro¬ 
grams  will  probably  accelerate  the  creation  of  new  types 
of  facilities  for  the  provision  of  health  care. 

As  the  institutional  framework  within  which  medical 
care  is  provided  has  changed  and  as  the  supportive 
technologies  have  increased  in  complexity  and  cost,  the 
Nation  faces  a  lack  of  adequate  care  facilities  in  some 
areas  and  unnecessary  proliferation  and  duplication  of 
extremely  costly  services  and  equipment  in  others. 

Needs  for  the  future  include,  then,  resolution  of 
problems  of  classification  and  definition,  and  evalua¬ 
tion  and  improvement  of  the  quality  of  data  obtained. 
Concern  of  confidentiality  of  data  has  hampered  admin¬ 
istrative  and  other  use  of  available  material.  The  prob¬ 
lem  of  reconciling  confidentiality  while  still  permitting 
effective  use  of  the  data  must  be  resolved. 
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Much  better  and  more  detailed  information  must  be 
collected  on  the  services  and  facilities  available  so  that 
these,  in  turn,  can  be  related  to  data  from  the  Hospital 
Discharge  Survey  and  other  sources  on  the  utilization  of 
the  services  and  facilities  provided.  Cost  data  must  be 
developed  in  relation  to  characteristics  of  the  facilities, 
their  staffing,  and  their  utilization. 

Here  again  it  will  be  important  to  develop  methods 
and  procedures  for  States  and  communities  to  make  com¬ 
plementary  or  parallel  studies  of  their  own  facilities  re¬ 
sources,  within  the  context  of  the  Cooperative  System. 


5.  HEALTH  SERVICES  UTILIZATION  AND  FINANCING 

Patterns  of  utilization  of  health  services  are  changing. 
Important  among  them  are  developments  in  the  poten¬ 
tial  of  medicine  itself,  education  of  the  public  as  to  the 
value  of  services,  increased  availability  of  resources  of 
manpower  and  facilities,  and  new  mechanisms  for  pay¬ 
ment  for  service.  The  questions  are  many:  What  groups 
use  health  care  when  they  are  well?  What  determines 
their  demand  ?  Who  uses  care  when  ill  and  under  what 
conditions?  What  causes  under-use  of  health  care? 
What  causes  over-use?  What  is  the  optimal  use  of 
health  care  services  for  different  population  groups? 
What  determines  the  behavior  of  providers  and  consum¬ 
ers  of  health  care  services? 

Another  range  of  questions  concerns  national  policies 
on  medical  care.  Does  medical  care  make  a  difference  in 
health  status?  Does  medical  care  affect  the  outcome  of 
pregnancy?  What  choices  of  medical  care  have  an  im¬ 
pact  on  avoidance  of  added  medical  care  ?  On  avoidance 
of  premature  death?  Which  financial  patterns  provide 
incentives  for  the  use  of  different  types  of  health  care? 
What  types  of  health  care  organization  promote  opti¬ 
mum  use  of  resources?  What  is  the  effect  of  method  of 
payment  on  level  and  type  of  use? 

To  provide  answers  to  these  questions  will,  in  many 
instances,  require  carefully  planned  and  organized  re¬ 
search  studies.  But  the  general  purpose  data  collected  by 
the  NCHS  and  the  data  arising  from  operating  pro¬ 
grams  should  aid  in  posing  the  research  questions  and 
should  clarify  research  design  requirements. 

The  statistical  base  for  answering  such  questions  is 
rather  thin,  but  a  start  has  been  made  for  securing  such 
information.  The  Federal  agencies  with  medical  care 
financing  responsibilities,  particularly  the  Social  Security 
Administration  and  the  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Service, 
have  assembled  and  analyzed  a  considerable  body  of  in¬ 
formation  on  the  financing  and  utilization  of  services  by 


their  beneficiaries.  In  HSMHA,  the  NCHSR&D  lyj 
supported  a  variety  of  studies  dealing  with  the  orgai. 
zation  and  financing  of  services  and  their  utilizatioa  Ig 
the  NCHS  a  variety  of  mechanisms,  HIS,  HES,  amj 
HDS  in  particular,  have  developed  important  infoma- 
tion  on  the  utilization  of,  and  payment  for,  healtk 
services. 


Looking  to  the  future,  this  area  of  health  service  use 
and  cost  should  receive  much  more  attention.  Measurt 
ment  of  utilization  of  services  must  be  more  compte. 
hensive.  The  HIS  findings  must  be  supplemented  bj 
data  on  care  in  the  last  year  of  life.  Account  must  aljo 
be  taken  of  the  populations  in  long-term  care  facilities 
so  that  a  truly  comprehensive  picture  of  health  services 
used  by  the  entire  population  can  be  developed.  Here, 
too.  State  and  local  data  must  be  collected  to  complemeot 
the  national  data. 
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There  are  major  gaps  in  cost  data.  There  is  the  need 
for  better  information  on  total  and  on  out-of-podcet 
expenditures  in  relation  to  family  composition,  soao- 
economic  characteristics,  and  insurance  coverage. 
Another  gap  is  the  lack  of  information  on  costs  of 
courses  of  treatment  and  costs  of  hospital  episodes  in  re¬ 
lation  to  diagnosis  and  outcome. 

As  new  types  of  health  service  organizations  are 
emerging,  such  as  group  practices  and  health  main¬ 
tenance  organizations,  and  as  new  payment  mechanisms 
are  proposed  and  debated,  there  is  an  urgent  need  for 
data  on  the  organization,  utilization,  and  costs  of  services 
in  relation  to  organization,  staffing,  and  methods  of  pay¬ 
ment. 
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These  typses  of  information  must  be  tied  to  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  health  status  of  the  population  served.  For 
this,  in  the  last  analysis,  is  our  primary  concern. 

6.  ENVIRONMENT 

Air,  water,  land,  and  noise  pollution  have  emerged 
as  serious  threats  to  health.  Measurements  of  these 
forms  of  pollution  are  not  necessarily  within  the  prov¬ 
ince  of  the  NCHS.  However,  there  are  data  collection 
and  analysis  tasks  that  must  be  carried  out  in  order 
to  relate  specific  environmental  measurements  to  the 
health  status  of  the  population. 


The  special  statistical  tasks  include  development  of 
measures  of  population  at  risk  to  various  types  and 
levels  of  pollutants,  determination  of  risk  of  mortality 
and  morbidity  by  type  and  level  of  pollutant,  quantifi¬ 
cation  of  the  effects  of  changes  in  population  distribu¬ 
tion,  review  of  sampling  procedures  to  increase  the  eft- 
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by  means  of  more  adequate  indexing  of  publica¬ 
tions,  making  available  summary  computer  tapes, 
and  the  preparation  of  summary  and  interpretive 
publications  which  draw  on  data  from  diverse 
sources. 

(7)  Continuing  emphasis  should  be  placed  on  the 
evaluation  and  improvement  of  the  quality  of  data 
and  a  systematic  and  periodic  review  of  the  sta¬ 
tistical  programs  should  be  made,  with  the  goal  of 
redesigning,  modifying  in  the  interest  of  effi¬ 
ciency,  and  eliminating  those  programs  for  which 
the  usefulness  does  not  justify  the  cost.  The 
Committee  endorses  the  similar  recommendation 
of  the  President’s  Commission  on  Federal  Statis¬ 
tics  and  recommends  the  use  of  the  Commission’s 
guidelines  for  program  review. 

(8)  Resources  for  research  and  development  should 
be  materially  increased,  with  special  attention  to 
achieving  improved  methods  for  the  collection, 
processing  and  analysis  of  data,  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  measurement  techniques  adequate  to 
meet  anticipated  future  needs. 


QQjcy  of  observations  on  pollutants  for  purposes  of 
identifying  health  hazards,  application  of  data  on  en¬ 
vironmental  pollutants  to  estimate  annual  and  projected 
lifetime  exposures,  and  analysis  of  the  data  to  identify 
p(^julation  subgroups  with  high  risk  of  exposure  to 
specific  pollutants. 

Carrying  out  these  tasks  will  require  use  of  the  data 
collected  by  such  general  purpose  statistics  agencies  as 
NCHS  and  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  in  order  to  delin- 
eite  more  effectively  the  populations  at  risk  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  hazards  encountered. 

The  Committee  has  tried  to  forecast  the  needs  in 
health  statistics  and  to  outline  the  problems.  Recom¬ 
mendations  for  both  today’s  and  tomorrow’s  problems 
will  be  made  in  the  following  chapter. 

t  *  *  *  * 

GENERAL  RECOMMENDATIONS  OF 
THE  COMMITTEE 

(1)  /I  health  accounts  system  should  be  developed  by 
HSMHA  with  the  objective  of  coordinating  pro¬ 
grammatic  and  general  purpose  statistics  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  comprehensive  basis  for  planning,  admin¬ 
istering,  and  evaluating  health  care  in  the  United 
States,  in  both  the  public  and  private  sectors. 
However,  present  health  statistics  activities  should 
not  be  curtailed  or  new  ones  delayed  pending  the 
development  of  the  health  accounts  system. 

(2)  An  administrative  structure  should  be  created  in 
HSMHA  in  which  line  authority  is  provided  for 
coordinating  programmatic  and  general  purpose 
statistics  for  the  development  and  administration 
of  the  health  accounts  system. 

(3)  Primary  responsibility  should  be  fixed  for  coor¬ 
dinating  HSMHA’ s  statistical  activities  with  the 
statistical  activities  of  other  HEW  components 
and  other  health  statistics  produced  by  govern¬ 
ment  agencies. 

-j 

(4)  A  major  effort  should  be  made  to  improve  the 
timeliness  of  publication  and  other  release  of 
health  statistics.  Specific  measures  to  this  end  are 
included  among  the  technical  recommendations. 

(5)  Data  now  being  collected  and  compiled  should  be 
analyzed  in  a  comprehensive  context  and  inter¬ 
preted  with  special  attention  to  current  and 
emerging  health  needs. 

(6)  More  effective  provision  should  be  made  for 
the  widespread  dissemination  of  health  statistics 


(9)  The  Cooperative  Federal-State-Local  Health  Sta¬ 
tistics  System  should  be  developed  on  a  compre¬ 
hensive  basis  fully  utilizing  the  existing  frame¬ 
work  of  State  and  Federal  statistical  operations, 
minimizing  duplication,  and  increasing  and  ac¬ 
celerating  financial  support  by  means  of  a  project 
grant  or  contract  funding  rather  than  by  formula 
grants.  (Messrs.  Ervin  and  Patton,  the  two  State 
government  members  of  the  Committee,  and  Dr. 
Mushkin  wish  to  disassociate  themselves  with  the 
funding  mechanism  in  the  foregoing  paragraph 
and  substitute  the  following  statement;  The  Na¬ 
tion’s  health  statistics  system  should  be  a  truly 
cooperative  Federal-State-Local  system.  One  of 
the  most  important  elements  in  developing  such 
a  system  is  to  assure  the  collection  of  data  over 
time.  If  State  and  local  governments  are  to  make 
essential,  long-term  commitments  to  such  a  sys¬ 
tem,  they  must  be  assured  a  continuity  of  financ¬ 
ing,  if  they  meet  their  obligations.  We  urge  that 
a  formula  grant  system  be  instituted  to  provide 
a  sound  basis  for  this  type  of  continuity,  after  a 
reasonable  R.  &  D.  period  financed  by  project 
grants  to  contract  funding.  The  desired  Federal- 
State-Local  system  cannot  be  achieved  by  project 
grants  or  contract  funding  alone.) 

(10)  Intensive  effort  should  be  made  to  expand  and 
broaden  the  training  of  personnel  with  particular 
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emphasis  upon  the  relationship  between  the  con¬ 
ceptualization  of  health  statistics  and  the  data 
recording  and  collection  mechanisms,  giving  spe¬ 
cial  attention  to  the  Cooperative  Federal-State- 
Local  Health  Statistics  System. 

(11)  Technical  assistance  services  should  be  estab¬ 
lished  and  maintained  for  users  and  producers  of 
all  types  of  health  statistics,  with  special  attention 
to  the  Cooperative  Federal -State-Local  Health 
Statistics  System. 

(12)  Budget,  personnel,  and  average  grade  level  should 
be  increased  as  necessary  to  implement  the  recom¬ 
mendations,  bearing  in  mind  that  what  is  re¬ 
quired  is  a  statistical  intelligence  system  for  health 
activities  which  already  involve  an  outlay  of  more 
than  $80  billion  per  year.  A  specific  measure 
which  would  increase  NCHS’s  capability  to  pro¬ 
vide  special  purpose  data  requested  by  other  Fed¬ 
eral  agencies  and  nongovernmental  groups  would 
be  to  exempt  positions  needed  for  reimbursable 
work  from  current  ceiling  restrictions. 

(13)  Responsibility  should  be  assigned  to  an  appro¬ 
priate  unit  for  the  analysis  of  data  relating  to  the 
impact  of  environmental  hazards  on  health. 

To  these  general  recommendations  we  add  the  follow¬ 
ing  technical  recommendations  with  respect  to  Program 
Development,  Methodology,  Management  and  Opera¬ 
tions,  Publications  and  Other  Data  Access. 

TECHNICAL  RECOMMENDATIONS  OF 
THE  COMMITTEE 

(14)  To  meet  present  and  emerging  needs  for  vital 
statistics,  data  on  the  dynamics  of  population 
growth,  and  on  the  socioeconomic  factors  related 
to  these  phenomena,  the  Committee  recommends 
that: 

(a)  Death  certificates  be  revised  to  include  data 
on  level  of  educational  achievement. 

(b)  NCHS  actively  develop  a  plan  for  meeting 
the  problems  of  cost  and  confidentiality,  and 
make  recommendations  to  the  Administrator 
for  establishing  a  National  Death  Index,  in 
accordance  with  prior  committees’  support  of 
the  development  of  such  an  index. 

(c)  NCHS  make  greater  efforts  to  extend  the 
marriage  and  divorce  reporting  areas  to  pro¬ 
vide  coverage  of  the  United  States. 

(d)  NCHS  establish  an  abortion  reporting  pro¬ 
gram  as  part  of  the  Vital  Statistics  Program. 


(15)  To  meet  present  and  emerging  needs  for  data  on 
the  availability,  utilization  and  economics  of  bealii: 
care  resources,  the  Committee  recommends  lit 
the  NCHS  expand  its  program  to  collect,  comfUt 
analyze,  and  publish,  on  a  timely  basis,  data  n 
the  utilization  and  cost  of  health  services  and  oi) 
health  manpower.  Emphasis  should  be  given  to:  1 

(a)  Services  of  physicians  in  various  institutioui  I’ 

settings,  including  home,  offices,  hospitih,  f 
group  medical  practices,  health  maintenance  1 
organizations  and  other  institutional-based  I 
settings.  P 

(b)  The  relationship  between  disease  and  use  and  j 

cost  of  services  by  episode  and  by  course  o(  f 
treatment.  ! 

(c)  Total,  rather  than  out-of-pocket  expenditures, 
by  families  and  by  individuals. 

(d)  Number,  distribution  and  characteristics  oi 
established  and  emerging  cxrcupatiooal 
groups,  including  analysis  of  race,  ethnidtv  i 
and  other  significant  subgroupings  of  tbe  ji 
manpower  pool  and  institutional  settings  in  i 
which  they  function. 

(e)  The  development  of  working  life  tables  for 
specific  occupations. 

Much  of  the  data  necessary  for  these  tasks  will  come 
from  primary  sources  of  the  NCHS  and  from  dati 
collected  by  other  agencies,  particularly  the  Social  Se¬ 
curity  Administration  and  the  NIH  Bureau  of  Health 
Manpower  Education.  Therefore,  the  Committee  recom¬ 
mends  that  NCHS  establish  agreements  and  work  closilj 
with  these  agencies  in  developing  the  NCHS  programs  I 
for  the  next  several  years,  and  that  the  NCHS  expani  ' 
its  staff  of  professionals  substantively  qualified  in  ibt  \ 
areas  of  health  manpower,  health  services,  and  health 
economics  to  strengthen  the  Center’s  contribution  to 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  health  care  phenomena 
in  the  United  States. 

(16)  To  improve  the  collection  and  analysis  of  health 
resource  data,  the  Committee  recommends  that 
the  NCHS: 

(a)  Increase  the  components  of  the  Master  Fa¬ 
cility  Inventory  to  include  such  facilities  as 
group  medical  practice,  health  maintenance 
organizations,  and  family  planning  service 
facilities. 

(b)  Code,  process,  and  analyze  the  medical  data 
from  the  1970  Hospital  Discharge  Survey 

(c)  Develop  plans  to  collect  health  manpower 
data  necessary  to  supplement  or  replace  data 
from  existing  sources. 


176 


Statistical  Reporter 


'  (17)  To  increase  the  usefulness  of  HIS  data,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  recommends  that  the  NCHS  meet  the  need 
for  HIS  data  for  States  and  large  metropolitan 
areas  either  by:  (i)  increasing  and  redesigning  the 
annual  sample,  or  (ii)  providing  assistance  to 
^  States,  through  the  Cooperative  Federal-State-Local 

:  Health  Statistics  System,  so  that  they  can  make 

Ij  the  necessary  supplementary  surveys.  More  work 

!  is  needed  in  the  evaluation  of  synthetic  State  esti- 

{|  mates  as  a  possible  means  of  supplementing  esti- 

H  mates  obtained  directly  from  sample  surveys. 

^  (18)  To  help  understand  health  needs,  the  Committee 
I  recommends  that  the  NCHS  vigorously  pursue 

|l  methodological  research  in  the  development  of 

!|  indices  of  health  status,  in  cooperation  with  other 

I  programs  within  HSMHA  and  with  other  appro- 

I  priate  agencies  and  consultants  concerned  with 

i  !£  health  matters. 


(19)  To  improve  the  quality  of  data  collected,  the 
Committee  recommends  that  the  NCHS: 

(a)  Conduct  studies  to  provide  current  estimates, 
on  a  national  basis,  of  the  effects  of  report¬ 
ing  and  processing  errors  on  cause  of  death 
data. 

(b)  Devote  more  effort  to  new  techniques  of  data 
transcription  and  conversion  to  machine- 
readable  form. 

(20)  To  improve  the  quality  of  data  collected,  the 
Committee  recommends  that  the  NCHS: 

(a)  Conduct  continuing  evaluation  studies  and 
measures  designed  to  control  and  reduce 
nonsampling  error  for  both  HIS  and  HANES. 
Among  such  studies  should  be  the  evalua¬ 
tion  of  potential  biases  introduced  into  the 
HANES  by  the  nonrandom  seasonal  pattern 
used  to  sequence  stands. 

(b)  Act,  before  undertaking  the  next  cycle  of 
HANES,  to  reduce  the  collection  of  material 
of  marginal  value  in  histories,  examinations, 
laboratory  tests,  and  supplemental  question¬ 
naires.  The  present  cycle  is  imposing  too 
great  a  burden  of  time  and  effort  on  individ¬ 
uals  examined  and  is  producing  more  data 
for  each  examinee  than  can  be  properly  proc¬ 
essed  within  available  resources. 

I 

.  (21)  To  improve  the  quality  of  data  collected  through 
other  survey  mechanisms,  the  Committee  recom¬ 
mends  that  the  NCHS: 

1  (a)  For  health  manpower  data,  (i)  develop  and 

I  institute  measures  for  evaluation  of  complete¬ 


ness  and  accuracy,  and  (ii)  develop  meth¬ 
odology  for  identifying  and  inventorying 
emerging  and  unlicensed  occupations. 

(b)  For  health  care  facility  data,  develop  and 
institute  measures  for  evaluation  of  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  data  obtained  from  professional  and 
trade  associations. 

(22)  To  meet  the  increasing  burdens  being  placed  on 
its  programs,  the  Committee  recommends  that 
the  NCHS  undertake  an  expanded  program  of  re¬ 
search  and  development  and  some  specific  guide¬ 
lines  as  follows: 

(a)  Substantial  efforts  should  continue  to  be  de¬ 
voted  to  experimental  studies  to  measure  the 
error  and  cost  components  of  statistics  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  major  data  systems  by  currently 
used  and  by  alternative  methods. 

(b)  Several  surveys  are  moving  into  the  areas 
of  health  attitudes,  perceptions,  knowledge, 
and  behavior.  Complex  constructs  are  in¬ 
volved,  and  a  substantial  developmental  ef¬ 
fort  is  needed  explicitly  to  define  the  objec¬ 
tives  of  these  inquiries  and  to  develop  valid 
operational  measures  of  the  constructs  se¬ 
lected  for  investigation. 

(23)  To  improve  the  quality  of  data  collected  and  the 
timeliness  of  publication  of  vital  statistics  data, 
the  Committee  recommends  that  the  NCHS: 

(a)  Review  the  vital  statistics  program  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  achieve  a  better  balance  among  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  timeliness,  level  of  detail,  and 
precision.  Some  consideration  should  be  given 
to  increased  use  of  sampling  outside  of  the 
3 -year  period  centering  on  the  Decennial 
Census,  that  is,  beginning  with  1972  or  1973. 

(b)  Take  drastic  measures  to  improve  the  timeli¬ 
ness  of  its  reports.  We  note  particularly  that 
these  measures  must  not  include  omission  of 
reports  for  1970  or  1971,  as  these  are  critical 
years  for  analytical  use  in  connection  with  the 
1970  census  data. 

(c)  Reinstate  production  and  quality  standards  in 
data  preparation  with  provision  for  incentive 
awards. 

(d)  Make  increased  efforts  to  stimulate  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  stronger  national  policies  regarding 
uniform  standards  of  record  content  and  data 
preparation. 

(24)  To  improve  the  quality  of  data  collected  and  the 
timeliness  of  publications  from  the  HIS  and  the 
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HANES,  the  Committee  recommends  that  the 
NCHS: 

(a)  Undertake,  preferably  through  an  outside 
group,  a  thorough-going  analysis  of  HANES 
data  preparation  and  data  processing  system, 
giving  special  attention  to  simplification  of 
the  overall  structure  and  flow  of  materials, 
and  to  greater  use  of  the  computer  to  identify 
and  make  adjustment  of  defective  data. 

(b)  Prepare  specifications  for  data  preparation 
operations,  computer  edits  and  related  steps 
for  the  HANES  at  a  much  earlier  stage,  to 
reduce  the  time  lag  between  completion  of 
field  work  and  the  availability  of  clean  data 
tapes  for  tabulation  and  analysis. 

(c)  Review  the  data  preparation  phase  for  the 
HIS,  looking  to  the  elimination  of  manual 
transcription  of  data  from  questionnaires  to 
worksheets  prior  to  keying. 

(d)  Develop,  in  accordance  with  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  its  1970  internal  study  group:  "...  a 
closer  coordination  of  the  HIS  and  HANES 
programs  which  would  lead  to  better  esti¬ 
mates  of  certain  health  phenomena  in  the 
population  and  also  a  better  delineation  of 
strengths  and  weaknesses  of  each  approach.” 
(Emphasis  supplied.) 

(25)  To  improve  the  timeliness  of  data  collected,  the 
Committee  recommends  that  NCHS  develop  and 
apply  reporting  and  production  control  techniques 
to  the  data  preparation  operations  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  maintaining  work  flow,  identifying  delays, 
and  assuring  that  schedules  are  met. 

(26)  To  become  more  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the 
present  and  potential  users  of  its  findings,  the 
Committee  recommends  that  the  NCHS  develop 
active  advisory  panels  representing  a  variety  of 
groups  of  data  users  to  help  to  identify  areas  of 
timely  and  emerging  interest  and  to  assist  in  plan¬ 
ning  the  corporation  of  these  data  needs  into 
existing  NCHS  program  components  or  into  new 
survey  mechanisms  as  these  may  prove  to  be 
necessary. 

(27)  In  its  relations  with  the  States  and  local  communi¬ 
ties,  the  Committee  recommends  that: 

(a)  An  Advisory  Committee  on  health  statistics 
policy  be  established  by  the  HSMHA  Admin¬ 
istrator  to  facilitate  a  better  understanding  of 
the  proposed  cooperative  system,  to  provide 
for  strong  representation  of  the  States  and 
localities  at  the  policy  level,  and  to  provide 


assistance  to  NCHS  in  problems 
tions,  standards  of  performance,  quality  con. 
trol,  and  systems  planning. 

(b)  Every  avenue  should  be  explored  to  adtuui 
the  implementation  phases  of  the  Cooperatn^  i 
Federal-State-Local  Health  Statistics  SysUm  ' 
and  the  allocation  of  evaluation  and  reseud: 
and  demonstration  grant  funds  be  considetK 
for  improving  the  present  vital  statistics  sys¬ 
tem  and  other  components  of  the  system. 

(c)  The  average  grade  level  of  NCHS  should^ 

increased  in  order  to  provide  for  necessm 
staff  competency  to  man  the  additional 
positions  and  technical  assistance  positions 
necessary  to  effective  implementation  of  the 
Cooperative  System.  A  staff  study  shows  that 
the  NCHS  average  grade  level  is  now  lowe 
than  that  of  other  comparable  Federal  sti  j 
tistical  agencies.  ’ 

(d)  NCHS  provide  more  consultant  service  to  \ 
the  States,  particularly  in  the  fields  of  nosol¬ 
ogy,  health  interview  survey  design,  execution 
and  analysis,  data  processing,  and  in  the  de-  'i 
velopment  and  use  of  data  on  health  man  i 
power  and  facilities,  and  on  health  care  util-  (29) 
ization  and  financing. 

(e)  NCHS  improve  its  collection  procedures  h) 
the  promotion  of  a  cooperative  program  in 
which  the  States  would,  to  the  fullest  extent 
practicable,  supply  data  in  machine-readable 
form. 


(28)  To  provide  the  Nation  with  statistical  personnel 
qualified  to  make  effective  contributions  to  the 
health  care  system,  the  Committee  recommends 
that: 

(a)  Regional  programs  in  statistics  training  and  | 
mutual  assistance,  possibly  in  affiliation  with 
schools  of  public  health  or  universities  hav¬ 
ing  departments  of  biostatistics,  should  be 
established  by  NCHS  to:  (i)  facilitate  field 
training;  (ii)  minimize  travel  restrictions  on  i 
potential  participants,  thus  allowing  students  | 
to  fully  exploit  the  career  development  of¬ 
fered  through  sequential  attendance  of  courses 
in  a  core  curriculum;  (iii)  enhance  respon¬ 
siveness  and  communication  between  the  part¬ 
ners  in  the  cooperative  program  regarding  | 
their  training  needs,  and  (iv)  help  meet 
Stite,  local,  and  Federal  staff  requirements. 

(b)  The  provisions  for  the  exchange  of  person- 
nel  among  the  Federal,  State,  and  local  part-  j 
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ners  be  fully  exploited  and  a  continuing  per¬ 
sonnel  interchange  program  be  incorporated 
into  the  NCHS  training  programs  in  order  to 
effectuate  the  timely  implementation  of  the 
Federal-State-Local  Cooperative  Health  Sta¬ 
tistics  System. 

(c)  The  focus  of  NCHS  training  activities  be 
broadened  to  accommodate  varying  levels  of 
need  for  training  and  continuing  education 
as  the  budget  and  staff  of  the  spectrum  of 
NCHS  training  programs  are  increased.  The 
dimension  of  these  activities  should  include: 
(i)  the  short-term,  applied  training  programs 
of  ASTI;  (ii)  academically  oriented  training 
programs  outside  of  and  beyond  ASTI 
through  which  participants  would  receive  uni¬ 
versity-equivalent  credit;  (iii)  long-term 
career  development  programs  which  would 
be  an  incentive  to  State  and  IcKal  employees 
to  pursue  higher  career  opportunities  in 
health  statistics;  and  (iv)  continuing  educa¬ 
tion  programs  oriented  toward  keeping  Fed¬ 
eral,  State,  and  local  employees  in  health 
statistics  current  in  their  areas  of  work. 

(29)  To  increase  the  usefulness  of  the  data  collected 
through  the  several  surveys  and  programs  of  the 
NCHS,  and  to  bring  the  findings  to  a  wider  audi¬ 
ence,  the  Committee  recommends  that: 

(a)  The  NCHS  prepare  and  publish  one  or  more 
comprehensive  reports  drawing  on  the  wide 
range  of  material  available  from  vital  statis¬ 
tics  reports,  health  interview  surveys,  health 
examination  surveys,  and  other  data  sources 


to  provide  a  wider  audience  with  more  under¬ 
standing  of  the  health  status  and  health  serv¬ 
ice  utilization  of  the  Nation. 

(b)  The  NCHS  publish  and  give  wide  circulation 
to  frequently  updated  indices  of  the  contents 
of  all  of  its  publications,  including  those 
forthcoming,  together  with  information  on 
the  availability  of  computer  tapes  and  un¬ 
published  data. 

(c)  The  NCHS  make  computer  tapes  with  data 
from  the  several  programs  more  readily  avail¬ 
able  to  potential  users. 

SPECIAL  REPORTS 

SR-  1.  Automatic  Data  Processing  Op>erations 
SR-  2.  Automatic  Data  Processing  Services  to  the  Extra-Mural 
Community 

SR-  3.  Federal-State- Local  Cooperative  Systems 
SR-  4.  Health  Care  Facilities 

SR-  5.  Health  Economics  and  Utilization  of  Health  Services 

SR-  6.  Health  Examination  Survey 

SR—  7.  Health  Interview  Survey 

SR—  8.  Health  Manpower  Statistics 

SR—  9.  Hospital  Discharge  Survey 

SR-10.  International  Activities 

SR-11.  Methodological  Aspects  of  the  Health  Examination  Sur¬ 
vey 

SR-12.  Methodological  Aspects  of  the  Health  Interview  Survey 
SR-13.  Methodological  Aspects  of  Vital  Statistics 
SR-14.  Mutual  Assistance 
SR-15.  Publications 

SR-16.  Report  on  AM  A  Physician  File  Study 
SR-17.  Research  and  Development 
SR-18.  Training  Activities 
SR-19.  Vital  Statistics 


CURRENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


TRANSFER  OF  THE  CONSUMER  RESEARCH  WORK 
IN  AGRICULTURE 

In  response  to  OMB  guidelines  on  organization  of 
Federal  statistical  activities,  the  Market  Research  Sec¬ 
tion,  Sample  Survey  Research  Branch  of  the  Statistical 
Reporting  Service,  is  being  transferred  to  the  Economic 
Research  Service.  This  group  is  responsible  for  con- 
<fiKhng  research  surveys  relating  to  household,  indus¬ 
trial  and  institutional  consumers  and  producers  with 


respect  to  sensory  perception,  attitudes,  opinions,  and 
related  factual  data  affecting  marketing  and  consumption 
of  agricultural  products. 

The  data  planning  and  analysis  functions  relating  to 
these  consumer  research  studies  will  now  be  done  by 
ERS.  Data  collection  and  processing  will  continue,  as 
in  the  past,  to  be  principally  handled  by  contract  with 
private  marketing  research  firms.  (J.  Richard  Grant, 
STATISTICAL  REPORTING  SERVICE,  DEPARTMENT  OF  AG¬ 
RICULTURE.) 
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NATIONAL  TRAVEL  SURVEY— SPRING  TRAVEL 
REPORT 

Travel  is  one  of  the  major  income-producing  activities 
in  the  United  States.  In  fact,  travel-related  services  in 
certain  geographic  areas  outrank  all  other  classes  of 
activity  in  generating  income  and  employment.  The 
main  objective  of  the  National  Travel  Survey  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  data — principally  on  a  national  basis — for  use  by 
Federal  and  State  agencies  and  other  agencies  and  per¬ 
sons  concerned  with  policy  formation  and  promotional 
activities  in  the  general  field  of  travel. 

The  National  Travel  Surv'ey  is  a  component  of  the 
Census  of  Transportation.  Earlier  travel  surveys  were 
conducted  as  parts  of  the  1963  and  1967  censuses.  The 
1972  National  Travel  Survey  provides  profiles  of  the 
volume  and  characteristics  of  travel  by  the  civilian  pop¬ 
ulation  of  the  United  States.  It  is  based  on  information 
obtained  from  a  probability  sample  of  households  con¬ 
cerning  trips  that  were  taken  by  members  of  the  house¬ 
hold,  including  such  aspects  as  who  went,  where,  when, 
how  long,  by  what  means  of  transport,  primary  reason 
for  trip,  and  related  socioeconomic  factors.  The  1972 
survey  includes  as  a  trip  "each  time  a  person  goes  to  a 
place  at  least  100  miles  away  from  home  and  returns,” 
thus  omitting  all  travel  under  100  miles  regardless  of 
whether  one  or  more  nights  were  spent  away  from  home. 
The  following  types  of  travel  were  specifically  ex¬ 
cluded  by  definition:  (1)  Travel  as  part  of  an  operat¬ 
ing  crew  on  a  train,  plane,  bus,  truck,  or  ship,  (2) 
commuting  to  a  place  of  work,  and  (3)  student  trips  to 
school  or  those  taken  while  in  school. 

The  Spring  Travel  Report  is  one  of  three  reports 
planned  for  the  1972  National  Travel  Survey.  In  1963 
and  in  1967,  only  one  report  was  issued  with  data  for 
the  full  year.  However  in  order  to  provide  more  timely 
and  seasonally  meaningful  information,  a  spring  report 
covering  trips  ending  in  January  through  May  of  1972 
and  a  summer  report  covering  trips  ending  in  June 
through  September  1972  have  been  added  to  the  full 
year  1972  report. 

More  information  is  presented  on  an  origin/destina- 
tion  basis  for  1972.  Included  are  tables  for  each  destina¬ 
tion  "travel  region”  showing  the  number  of  households 
taking  trips,  persons  taking  trips,  trips  taken,  person- 
trips,  person-miles,  person-nights,  and  type  of  overnight 
accommodations  used  by  travel  region  of  origin.  The 
same  data  sets  are  presented  for  travel  to  destinations 
outside  the  United  States  by  travel  region  of  origin. 
Additionally,  for  the  first  time,  travel  to  a  "visited 
State”  is  displayed  for  selected  States.  (When  the  num¬ 


ber  of  observations  obtained  in  the  sample  for  a  State 
indicated  sufficient  reliability  for  publication,  the  Stue 
was  selected  as  a  "visited  State.”)  For  these  selectei 
States,  data  are  shown  by  travel  region  of  origin  and  of 
destination. 


Data  in  the  report  indicate  the  following  about  Spring 
travel  in  the  United  States: 


•  About  61.3  million  people,  living  in  26.1  million  i 
households,  took  at  least  one  trip  that  ended  Janiuiy.  • 
May  1972.  They  went  on  87.3  million  trips  (consist- 
ing  of  one  person  or  more  from  the  household)  and 
159.3  million  person-trips.  They  were  out  of  towni 
total  of  nearly  532  million  person-nights  and  traveled 
about  125  billion  person-miles. 

•  Someone  in  about  40%  of  all  households  in  die 
United  States  took  at  least  one  trip,  and  about  30% 
of  all  persons  traveled  sometime  during  the  period. 

•  With  respect  to  frequency  of  travel,  the  average  trip¬ 
taking  household  took  3.3  trips  during  the  period  and 
generated  6.1  person-trips,  20.4  person-nights  away 
from  home,  and  4,800  person-miles. 

•  The  average  traveler  went  on  2.6  trips,  was  gone 
about  8.7  nights,  and  traveled  about  2,044  miles  dur¬ 
ing  January-May  1972. 

•  The  average  trip  was  composed  of  1.8  persons  from 
the  household,  who  were  out  of  town  6.1  person- 
nights  and  went  1,435  person-miles. 

•  In  terms  of  the  person-trips,  the  average  lasted  3-3 
nights  and  involved  traveling  786  person-miles. 

Copies  of  the  96-page  report,  "National  Travel  Sur¬ 
vey,  Spring  Travel,”  are  available  for  $1.25  from  the 

Government  Printing  Office.  (Donald  G.  Wright, 

TRANSPORTATION  DIVISION,  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS.) 


HIGHWAY  STATISTICS,  1971 

The  Federal  Highway  Administration,  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Transportation  has  published  the  27th  annual 
bulletin.  Highway  Statistics,  1971.  This  series  presents 
statistical  and  analytical  tables  of  general  interest  on 
motor  fuel,  motor  vehicles  and  highway-user  taxation. 
State  and  local  highway  financing,  road  and  street  mile¬ 
age,  and  Federal  aid  for  highways  are  also  included  in 
this  publication. 

Highway  Statistics,  1971  (245  pp-),  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  US. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402, 
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Copies  of  the  385  page  report,  Statistics  of  Income — 
1970,  Individual  Income  Tax  Returns,  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402  for 
$5.00.  (Jack  Blacksin,  indivtoual  income  statis¬ 
tics  DIVISION,  INTERNAL  REVENUE  SERVICE.) 

INDIVIDUAL  INCOME  TAX  RETURNS  FOR  1971 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  recently  released  the 
Preliminary  Report,  Statistics  of  Income — 1971,  Individ¬ 
ual  Income  Tax  Returns.  This  report  features  prelim¬ 
inary  estimates  of  taxpayer’s  income,  including  divi¬ 
dends,  and  capital  gains  and  losses,  as  well  as  exemp¬ 
tions,  deductions,  and  tax.  Information  is  classified  by 
adjusted  gross  income  and  marital  status. 

The  statistics  were  based  on  approximately  98%  of 
the  returns  included  in  the  regular  Statistics  of  Income 
sample.  More  comprehensive  statistics  from  individual 
income  tax  returns  will  be  published  in  the  complete 
report  for  1971,  now  in  preparation. 


at  $2.85  per  copy.  (Alexander  French,  chief, 
highway  statistics  division,  federal  highway  ad- 
hinistration,  department  of  transportation.) 

state  and  local  long-term  borrowing 

State  and  local  governments  issued  $22.4  billion  of 
long-term  bonds  in  fiscal  1972,  representing  almost  90% 
of  anticipated  borrowing  for  that  period,  as  reported  in 
the  Federal  Reserve-Census  survey  of  State  and  local 
long-term  borrowing  anticipations  and  realizations.  The 
respondents  were  unable  to  realize  almost  one-third  of 
the  dollar  volume  of  borrowing  anticipated  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  mainly  because  of  admin¬ 
istrative  and  legal  delays  on  projects.  However,  these 
shortfalls  were  largely  offset  by  unplanned  borrowing, 
much  of  it  in  response  to  declining  interest  rates  in  late 
1971. 

Detailed  results  and  analysis  of  the  fiscal  1972  sur¬ 
vey  are  contained  in  "State  and  LcKal  Borrowing  Antici¬ 
pations  and  Realizations”  in  the  April  1973  issue  of  the 
Federal  Reserve  Bulletin.  Reprints  may  be  ordered  from 
Publications  Section,  Division  of  Administrative  Serv¬ 
ices,  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Sys¬ 
tem,  Washington,  D.C.,  20551.  (Eleanor  M.  Pruitt, 
capital  markets  section,  division  of  research  and 

STATISTICS,  BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS  OF  THE  FEDERAL 
RESERVE  SYSTEM.) 

INDIVIDUAL  INCOME  TAX  RETURNS  FOR  1970 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  recently  released 
I  Suuistics  of  Income — 1970,  Individual  Income  Tax  Re¬ 
turns.  This  report  is  based  on  data  drawn  from  the  over 
74  million  individual  income  tax  returns  filed  during 
calendar  year  1971. 

Statistics  are  presented  on  sources  of  income,  adjusted 
gross  income,  exemptions,  itemized  deductions,  taxable 
income,  tax  credits,  and  many  other  tax  items  such  as 
tax  due  and  overpayment.  Provisions  of  the  Tax 
j  Reform  Act  of  1969,  including  the  low-income  allow- 
■  ance,  and  the  additional  tax  for  tax  preferences,  are 
reflected  in  the  report.  New  information  on  the  limita¬ 
tion  on  large  deductions  for  charitable  contributions,  the 
increased  tax  on  capital  gains  over  $50,000,  and  the 
liberalized  use  of  "income  averaging”  is  featured. 

Data  are  classified  primarily  by  size  of  adjusted  gross 
;  income  and  marital  status  of  the  taxpayer.  Separate 
statistics  on  income  and  tax  are  shown  for  each  of  the 
States. 

May  1973 


Copies  of  the  30-page  Preliminary  Report,  Statistics 
of  Income — 1971,  Individual  Income  Tax  Returns,  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.,  20402, 
for  45  cents,  domestic  post  paid,  or  30  cents,  GPO 
Bookstore.  (Jack  Blacksin,  chief,  individual  in¬ 
come  STATISTICS  STAFF,  STATISTICS  DIVISION,  INTERNAL 
REVENUE  SERVICE.) 

PROCEDURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  1970  CENSUS 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  recently  released  the  first 
portion  of  the  1970  Census  of  Population  and  Housing: 
Procedural  History,  PHC(R)-1,  in  the  form  of  an  ad¬ 
vance  issuance  of  chapters  5,  "The  Field  Enumeration,” 
and  6,  "The  Public  Information  Program.”  'The  various 
chapters  are  being  issued  as  they  are  completed.  When 
assembled,  the  PHC(R)-1  report  will  describe  in  detail 
most  aspects  of  the  1970  census,  from  its  early  stages  of 
research  and  planning  through  the  tabulation,  publica¬ 
tion,  and  dissemination  of  the  final  results,  with  each 
chapter  focusing  on  a  particular  stage. 

Copies  of  the  report.  Procedural  History  PHC(R)lA, 
Advance  Issuance  of  Chapters  5  and  6  (83  pp.,  $1.25), 
may  be  purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu¬ 
ments,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.C.  20402,  or  from  any  Department  of  Commerce 
field  office.  (Frederick  G.  Bohme,  data  user  serv¬ 
ices  OFFICE,  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS.) 
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CHARACTERISTICS  OF  AMERICAN  YOUTH:  1972 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  issued  a  report  on  the 
characteristics  of  American  youth  in  1972.  This  report 
presents  statistical  series  on  the  numbers,  racial  compo¬ 
sition,  school  enrollment,  educational  attainment,  mari¬ 
tal  status,  family  composition,  fertility,  migration,  vot¬ 
ing  behavior,  labor  force  status,  veterans  status,  and 
income  of  youths  14  to  24  years  old  in  the  United 
States  in  1972. 

According  to  the  report,  the  number  of  young  persons 
has  declined  as  a  proportion  of  the  total  population 
during  the  past  decade  and  the  fertility  of  young  women 
is  likely  to  be  lower  than  it  was  among  women  of  the 
same  age  5  years  earlier.  Statistics  on  the  voting  be¬ 
havior  of  white  and  black  youth  indicate  that  the  extent 
of  voter  participation  in  the  election  of  November  1972 
was  lower  for  these  groups  than  for  the  population  as  a 
whole — 52%  of  white  youth  and  35%  of  black  youth 
reported  that  they  had  voted  in  the  election. 

Copies  of  this  report,  "Characteristics  of  American 
Youth:  1972,”  Series  P-23,  No.  44,  can  be  obtained  for 
$1.25  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402. 
(Larry  E.  Suter,  population  division,  bureau  of 

THE  CENSUS.) 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  RECENT  COLLEGE  GRADUATES, 
OCTOBER  1971 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  published  in  the 
February  1973  issue  of  the  Monthly  Labor  Review  a  re¬ 
port  entitled  "Employment  of  Recent  College  Grad¬ 
uates.”  The  article  contains  information  about  type  of 
degree  received,  field  of  study,  relationship  of  work  to 
field  of  study,  job-search  methods,  assessments  of  job, 
earnings  and  other  aspects  of  the  employment  experience 
of  the  degree  recipients,  both  with  respect  to  first  jobs 
after  graduation  and  to  jobs  held  as  of  the  survey  date 
in  October  1971. 

The  information  was  obtained  directly  from  the 
1970  and  1971  degree  recipients  who  were  not  enrolled 
in  college  on  a  full-time  basis.  The  survey  was  financed 
by  the  Manpower  Administration  of  the  Department  of 
Labor,  and  was  a  supplement  to  the  October  1971  Cur¬ 
rent  Population  Survey,  conducted  by  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 

Reprints  of  the  Monthly  Labor  Review  article,  con¬ 
taining  additional  statistical  tables,  will  be  issued  as  a 
Special  Labor  Force  Report.  Copies  of  the  reprint  avail¬ 


able  about  June  1,  1973,  may  be  obtained  upon  wri(Ja 
request  to  the  Division  of  Labor  Force  Studies,  Burti; 
of  Labor  Statistics,  U.S.  Department  of  Labor,  Wash, 
ington,  D.C.  20212,  or  by  telephoning  (IDS  code  llO) 
961-2771.  (Vera  C.  Perrella,  bureau  of  laboi 

STATISTICS,  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR.) 

TEN-YEAR  INDEX  TO  MANPOWER  REPORTS 
OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

The  Manpower  Administration  of  the  Department  of 
Labor  has  issued  a  cumulative  Index  to  the  Manpoue 
Reports  of  the  President,  1963-72.  This  detailed,  46. 
page  reference  tool  provides  access  to  the  comprehen. 
sive  discussions  of  manpower  policy,  problems,  and  pro. 
grams  and  many  related  factors  in  the  10  reports. 

Copies  of  the  index  are  available  free  of  charge  from 
the  Office  of  Information,  Inquiries  Section,  Manpowe 
Administration,  U.S.  Department  of  Labor,  Washington, 
D.C.  20210.  (Florence  Casey,  office  of  research 

AND  DEVELOPMENT,  MANPOWER  ADMINISTRATION,  US. 
DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR.) 

RECENT  NSF  PUBLICATIONS 

Resources  for  Scientific  Activities  at  Universities  ard 
Colleges,  1971  (NSF  72-315)  presents  results  from  the 
National  Science  Foundation’s  fourth  biennial  sun'w 
of  scientific  activities  at  universities  and  colleges.  The 
survey  obtained  employment  figures  for  scientists  and 
engineers,  graduate  students  receiving  stipends  for 
part-time  services  as  scientists  or  engineers,  and  scien¬ 
tific  and  engineering  technicians,  as  of  mid-January  1971, 
and  current  and  capital  expenditures  for  research,  devel¬ 
opment,  and  instruction  in  the  sciences  and  engineering 
during  the  academic  year  1969-70. 

The  report  is  divided  into  two  parts.  Part  I  presents 
data  for  universities  and  colleges  and  part  II  gives  data 
relating  to  university-administered  federally  funded 
research  and  development  centers. 

Employment  statistics  are  analyzed  by  employment 
status,  function,  disciplinary  field,  type  of  institution 
(highest  degree  granted  in  the  sciences  and  engineer¬ 
ing),  level  of  educational  attainment,  and  geographic 
area.  The  expenditure  data  are  shown  by  source  of 
funds,  type  and  control  of  institution,  character  of  work, 
field  of  science,  and  geographic  area. 

Preliminary  data  were  published  in  Science  Resources 
Studies  Highlights,  "Manpower  and  Financial  Re- 
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jgmtes  Allocated  to  Academic  Science  and  Engineering 
Activities,  1965-71”  (NSF  72-302),  March  20,  1972. 

Copies  of  the  full  report  may  be  obtained  from  the 
5uperintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Print¬ 
ing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402  for  $1.25  domestic 
postpaid  or  $1.00  at  the  GPO  bookstore. 

The  report.  Federal  Support  to  Universities,  Col- 
Ups,  and  Selected  Nonpropt  Institutions,  Fiscal  Year 
;97I  (NSF  73-300)  constitutes  the  fourth  in  a  series 
of  annual  reports  to  the  President  and  Congress,  as  re¬ 
quired  by  the  1968  amendment  to  the  NSF  Act  of  1950, 
on  Federal  obligations  for  research  and  development 
and  R&D  plant  at  institutions  of  higher  education 
and  selected  other  nonprofit  organizations.  The  report 
also  represents  the  seventh  annual  report  on  Federal 
obligations  for  academic  science  and  other  educational 
activities.  The  source  of  the  information  is  the  Govern¬ 
ment-wide  data  system  established  by  the  Committee  on 
Academic  Science  and  Engineering  (CASE). 

Funding  patterns  are  examined  in  terms  of  specific 
types  of  science  activities,  fields  of  science,  agency  source 
of  support,  and  geographic  and  institutional  distribu¬ 
tion  of  funds. 

Preliminary  data  were  published  in  Science  Resources 
Studies  Highlights,  "Federal  Support  to  Universities  and 
Colleges  Reaches  $3.5  Billion  in  FY  1971”  (NSF  72- 
316),  September  22,  1972. 

Copies  of  the  full  report  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Si^rintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Print¬ 
ing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402  for  $2.10  domestic 
postpaid  or  $1.75  at  the  GPO  bcwkstore.  (Thomas  J. 
Mills,  director,  division  of  science  resources 

STUDIES,  NATIONAL  SOENCE  FOUNDATION.) 

GUIDE  TO  NIH  GRANT  AND  AWARDS  PROGRAM 

A  65 -page  brcxrhure  entitled.  Guide  to  Grant  and 
Award  Programs — National  Institutes  of  Health,  revised 
August  1972,  has  been  published  by  the  information 
Office  of  the  Division  of  Research  Grants.  The  publica¬ 
tion  presents  the  character  and  scope  of  the  NIH  re¬ 
search,  research  facilities  and  resources,  research  training, 
health  education,  and  biomedical  communications  pro¬ 
grams,  and  includes  special  programs  of  the  Institutes. 
It  has  been  prepared  especially  for  the  information  of 
the  scientific  community,  interested  members  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  public,  and  as  an  aid  to  the  potential  applicant. 

Single  copies  of  the  brochure  (DHEW  Publication 
No.  NIH  73-33  are  available  from  the  Information 


Office,  Division  of  Research  Grants,  R<x>m  433,  West- 
wood  Building,  National  Institutes  of  Health,  Bethesda, 
Md.  20014.  (Telephone  (301)  496-7441.)  Multiple 
copies  can  be  purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Dcxruments,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  20402  for  60  cents  each. 

PERSONS  WITH  WORK  DISABILITY 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  recently  published  a  special 
report  on  Persons  With  Work  Disability  from  the  1970 
Census  of  Population.  This  report  presents  detailed  na¬ 
tional  statistics  on  the  presence  and  duration  of  work 
disability  for  the  noninstitutional  population  18  to  64 
years  old  classified  by  various  demographic,  social,  and 
economic  characteristics.  Among  the  characteristics 
shown  are  age,  sex,  race,  Spanish  origin,  household  re¬ 
lationship,  marital  status,  education,  employment  status, 
occupation,  and  income.  All  data  are  based  on  a  5% 
sample  of  the  population. 

Copies  of  Persons  with  Work  Disability  (PC(2)-6B 
from  Volume  II  of  the  1970  Census),  are  on  sale  for 
$2.60  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Gov¬ 
ernment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C,  20402. 
(Paula  J.  Schneider,  population  division,  bureau 

OF  THE  CENSUS.) 

THREE  NEW  SOCIAL  SECURITY  BULLETIN  REPORTS 

The  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics  in  the  Social 
Security  Administration  has  announced  the  availability 
of  three  new  reports. 

Recovery  of  Disabled  After  Trust  Fund  Financing 
of  Rehabilitation  (by  Ralph  Treitel,  Social  Security  Bul¬ 
letin,  February  1973).  Since  1966  the  Social  Security 
Administration  has  reimbursed  State  vocational  re¬ 
habilitation  agencies  for  services  to  certain  severely  dis¬ 
abled  beneficiaries.  This  report  presents  demographic, 
disability,  and  earning  information  on  disabled-worker 
beneficiaries  who  were  rehabilitated  in  fiscal  year  1969. 

Major  Social  Security  Issues:  Japan  (by  Paul  Fisher, 
Social  Security  Bulletin,  March  1973).  This  article 
focuses  on  issues  related  to  Japanese  pensions,  health 
insurance  and  family  allowances  in  1972.  Much  of  the 
background  data  and  information  was  obtained  by  the 
author  during  a  visit  to  Japan  in  the  spring  of  1972. 
The  current  concern  about  the  slow  rise  in  benefit  levels 
despite  significant  economic  growth  is  discussed,  and 
Japan’s  ratio  of  social  insurance  expenditures  to  its 
gross  national  product  is  compared  with  that  of  several 
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industrial  countries.  Some  reactions  to  proposals  for 
unifying  the  two  major  pension  systems  are  presented. 
A  look  is  taken  at  the  benefit  structure  and  financing  of 
the  two  chief  health  insurance  systems,  as  well  as  at  pro¬ 
posals  for  program  revisions.  The  new  family  allow¬ 
ances  program  and  Government  plans  for  its  future 
development  are  discussed  briefly. 

Two  Decades  of  Employee-Benefit  Plans,  19^0-70:  A 
Review  (by  Walter  W.  Kolodrubetz,  Social  Security 
Bulletin,  April  1973).  This  annual  article  discusses  the 
long-term  growth  in  employee-benefit  plans  and  assesses 
the  trend  in  terms  of  real  gains.  In  the  20  years  since 
1950,  the  scope  of  employee-benefit  plans  has  grown 
tremendously.  By  1970,  contributions  were  nine  times 
greater  and  benefit  outlays  fourteen  times  greater  than 
they  were  in  1950.  The  number  of  persons  covered  by 
most  types  of  benefits  also  grew  sharply.  Furthermore, 
impressive  developments  have  occurred  in  both  the 
scope  and  level  of  benefits,  especially  in  the  past  few 
years.  (Robert  Robinson,  social  security  adminis¬ 
tration,  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND 
WELFARE.) 

20th  INTERGOVERNMENTAL  STATISTICAL  SEMINAR 

The  20th  Intergovernmental  Seminar  on  Federal  Sta¬ 
tistics  for  State  and  Local  Government  Use  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  during  the  last 
week  of  March  1973.  There  were  24  persons  in  at¬ 
tendance — seven  from  Federal  Regional  Councils  and 
17  from  State  and  local  government  agencies.  This  is 
the  first  time  that  representatives  from  Federal  Regional 
Councils  have  attended  any  of  this  series  of  seminars. 
To  date,  512  persons  from  346  organizations  have  at¬ 
tended  the  seminars  which  have  been  conducted  by  the 
Census  Bureau  since  1966  as  part  of  its  Intergovern¬ 
mental  Services  Program. 

In  his  opening  remarks.  Acting  Census  Bureau  Direc¬ 
tor  Robert  L.  Hagan  expressed  the  Biueau’s  interest  in 
meeting  small-area  data  needs  of  State  and  local  gov¬ 
ernments,  commenting  on  the  assistance  rendered  to  the 
Bureau  by  the  Census  Advisory  Committee  on  State  and 
Local  Government  Statistics.  During  the  first  3  days 
of  the  seminar,  other  staff  members  covered  such  topics 
as  activities  for  revenue  sharing,  intercensal  population 
estimates  and  projections.  Bureau  research  and  evalua¬ 
tion,  the  collection  of  demographic  information  for 


other  Federal  agencies,  the  1972  Economic  Censuses, 
and  governments,  population,  and  housing  statistics.  Tht 
services  available  from  the  Bureau’s  Data  User  Services 
Office  were  also  reviewed,  as  was  the  census  geographic 
program,  including  the  CUE  program — correction,  up¬ 
date,  and  extension  of  the  geographic  base  (DIME)  | 
files.  In  addition,  a  representative  of  the  Govemmen 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  discussed  a  professional 
statistical  service  for  local  governments.  At  a  scheduled 
roundtable  discussion,  participants  talked  about  dieii 
statistical  requirements  and  suggested  ways  in  which 
the  Bureau  might  better  fill  the  needs  of  data  users.  i 

In  the  remaining  2  days  of  the  conference,  presenta¬ 
tions  were  made  by  officials  of  other  agencies  of  the  Rele: 
Federal  Government:  Office  of  Management  and  theprii 

Budget;  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis,  Department  of  rnent  ai 
Commerce;  and  the  Departments  of  the  Treasury;  met  in 

Labor;  Housing  and  Urban  Development;  Transporta-  be  able 
tion;  and  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare.  forced 

Julius  Shiskin,  Chief  Statistician,  Office  of  Manage- 
ment  and  Budget,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  seminar 
luncheon  held  March  29.  He  spoke  on  the  subject  of 
Federal  statistical  priorities  and  the  programs  which  are 
planned  to  make  Federal  statistics  more  readily  avail¬ 
able  to  users.  (Ann  D.  Casey,  data  user  services 

OFFICE,  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS.) 

SOCIETY  OF  GOVERNMENT  ECONOMISTS 

The  Society  of  Government  Economists,  organized  in 
1970  to  provide  for  an  interchange  of  ideas  among  econ¬ 
omists  with  an  interest  in  the  economic  aspects  of  gov¬ 
ernment  programs,  has  announced  the  newly  elected 
officers  for  the  1973-74  year.  They  are:  President, 

Stuart  Bendelow,  Metropolitan  Washington  Council  of 
Governments;  Vice-President,  Werner  Hasenberg,  Com-  , 
merce  Department;  Secretary,  'Thomas  Moran,  Com¬ 
merce  Department;  and  Treasurer,  Hortense  Firestone 
Fiekowsky,  Labor  Department. 

Activities  of  the  Society  include  monthly  luncheon 
meetings,  an  annual  full-day  conference,  and  presenta¬ 
tion  of  programs  at  the  national  annual  meetings  of  the 
Allied  Social  Science  Association.  Publications  include 
a  fortnightly  Newsletter,  a  Journal  to  cover  papers  pre¬ 
sented  at  professional  meetings,  and  occasional  papers. 

Further  information  is  available  from  Hortense  Fire¬ 
stone  Fiekowsky,  Treasurer,  telephone  961-2805. 
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Release  dates  scheduled  by  agencies  responsible  for 
the  principal  economic  indicators  of  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  are  given  below.  These  are  target  dates  that  will  be 
met  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Occasionally  agencies  may 
be  able  to  release  data  a  day  or  so  earlier  or  may  be 
forced  by  unavoidable  compilation  problems  to  release  a 
report  one  or  more  days  later. 

A  similar  schedule  will  be  shown  here  each  month 


covering  release  dates  for  the  following  month.  The 
indicators  are  identified  by  the  titles  of  the  releases  in 
which  they  are  included;  the  source  agency;  the  release 
identification  number  where  applicable;  and  the  Business 
Conditions  Digest  series  numbers  for  all  BCD  series 
included,  shown  in  parentheses.  Release  date  information 
for  additional  series  can  be  found  in  publications  of 
the  sponsoring  agencies. 


Date  Subject  Data  for 

June  1  Construction  Expenditures  (Press  release),  Census,  C-30(69)  . — . April 

1  The  Employment  Situation,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  (BLS), 

(1,  21,  40,  41,  42,  43,  44,  740,  841-848)  . . . . . May 
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4  Manufacturers’  Export  Sales  and  Orders,  Census,  M4-A  (506)  . April 

4  U.S.  Government  Security  Yields  and  Prices,  Federal  Reserve  (FRS), 

G.14  (114)  . . . . . . May 

5  Consumer  Credit,  (FRS),  G.19  (66,  113)  . - . - . April 

5  Monthly  Wholesale  Trade,  (Press  release)  Census,  BW  . . . April 

5  Plant  and  Equipment  Expenditures,  Bureau  of  Economic 

Analysis  (BEA),  (61)  . . . IQ  ’73  and  1973 

6  Retail  Trade  Report  (Press  release).  Census  (54)  . . . . . . . April 

6  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRS,  H.4.2 

(72)  . . . . . . . .Week  ending  May  30 

7  Money  StcxJc  Measures,  FRS,  H.6  (85,  102,  103)  . _..Week  ending  May  30 

7  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement  of 

Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRS,  H.4.1  (93)  . .Week  ending  June  6 

7  Wholesale  Price  Index,  BLS  (55,  58,  750,  751,  752)  . May 

11  Advance  Monthly  Retail  Sales  (Press  release)  Census,  (54)  . May 

13  Manufacturing  and  Trade:  Inventories  and  Sales,  BEA, 

(31,  56,  71,  851)  . . . . . . April 

13  Manufacturers’  Inventories  and  Sales  Expectations  (Press  release). 

Census  (410,  412,  414)  . . . . . . 2Q  &  3Q  ’73 

13  Quarterly  Financial  Report  for  Manufacturing  Corpora¬ 
tions,  Federal  Trade  Commission . . . . . . . 1  Q  ’73 
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June  13  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRS 

H.4.2  (72)  . . . - . . .Week  ending  June  6 


14  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRS,  H.6  (85,  102,  103)  . . .Week  ending  June  6 


14  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement 

of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRS,  Fl.4.1  (93)  . .Week  ending  June  13 


15  Yields  on  FHA  Insured  New  Home  30-Year  Mortgages, 

HUD,  (118)  . . June  1 


15  Business  Indexes  (Industrial  Production  and  Components) 
FRS,  G.  12.3  (47,  853)  . . . 


18  Housing  Starts  (Press  release).  Census,  C-20  (28,  29)  . — . May 

18  Bank  Rates  on  Short-Term  Business  Loans,  FRS,  E.2  (67)  . May  1-15 

20  Balance  of  Payments  on  Current  Account  and  Long-Term 

Capital,  BEA  (519)  . . . . . 1  Q  ’73 

20  Personal  Income,  BEA  (52,  53)  . . May 


20  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRS,  H.4.2 

(72)  . .Week  ending  June  13 


21  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRS,  H.6  (85,  102,  103) . Week  ending  June  13 


21  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement 

of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRS,  H.4.1  (93)  . . .Week  ending  June  20 


21  Revised  Corporate  Profits  and  National  Income,  BEA . 1  Q  ’73 

21  Consumer  Price  Index,  BLS  (781,  782,  783,  784)  . . . . . May 

21  Real  Earnings,  BLS,  (741,  859)  . . . . . May 


2 1  Advance  Report  on  Durable  Goods,  Manufacturers’  Ship¬ 
ments  and  Orders,  Census,  M3-1  (6,  24,  25,  96,  647,  648)  . . . May 


25  Average  Yields  of  Long-Term  Bonds,  Treasury  Bulletin 

(115,  116)  . . May 


26  Export  and  Import  Merchandise  Trade,  Census,  FT-900 

(500,  502,  512)  . . May 

27  Advance  Business  Conditions  Digest,  BEA: 

(12,  33,  69,  813,  817)  . April 

(5,  10,  17,  45,  59,  62,  810,  811,  814,  815,  816, 

820,  825,  830,  853,  860)  . May 

27  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRS, 

H.4.2  (72)  . . . . . . .....Week  ending  June  20 

28  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRS,  H.6  (85,  102,  103)  . .Week  ending  June  20 


28  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement 

of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRS,  H.4.1  (93)  . _...„Week  ending  June  27 


28  Defense  Indicators,  BEA  (625)  . . May 

29  Agricultural  Prices  (Agriculture)  . . . . . . . Mid-June 
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SELECTED  NEW  REPORTING  PLANS  AND  FORMS 


The  following  listing  gives  brief  descriptions  of  se¬ 
lected  new  reporting  plans  and  forms  approved  in  the 
previous  month  by  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Reports  Act.  These 
(Jescriptions  provide  information  on  surveys  and  data- 
collection  programs  currently  being  started  or  soon  to  be 
started. 

Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 

Office  of  Education 

Evaluation  of  ESEA  title  I  migrant  education  pro- 
iram  (singletime). — The  Office  of  Education  will  con¬ 
duct  a  study  of  the  operation  of  Title  I  of  the  Elemen¬ 
tary  and  Secondary  Education  Act  of  1965  to  ascertain 
its  impact  on  the  children  of  migratory  agricultural 
workers.  The  study  will  include  a  review  and  evalua¬ 
tion  of  the  effectiveness  of  specific  programs  projects, 
and  recommendations  for  their  improvement.  (For  fur¬ 
ther  information;  Donald  Chill,  Office  of  Education, 
telephone  (202)  962-0467.) 

Health  Services  and  Mental  Health  Administration 

Industrial  survey,  effects  of  alcoholism  on  employee 
j'  productivity  and  attitudes  (singletime). — Question- 

j  naire  to  employees  of  six  large  companies  with  four 
i  different  types  of  alcoholism  programs  to  assess  how 
)j  employees  and  supervisors  feel  about  alcoholism  In  gen- 
i  eral  and  their  company's  method  of  handling  the  prob- 
I  lem.  One  of  the  primary  objectives  of  the  study  is  to 
i  compare  various  corporate  approaches  to  the  problem  of 
i  alcoholism.  (For  further  information:  ^Donald  G. 
(  Patterson,  National  Institute  of  Mental  Health,  tele- 
phone  (301)  443-3864.) 

(  Nationwide  lUD  morbidity  and  mortality  study  (sin- 
I  gletime). — Questionnaire  to  every  physician  in  the 
f  United  States  who  might  have  seen  or  been  consulted 
i  on  a  serious  lUD  complication  in  1972.  The  objectives 
’  of  the  study  are  to  derive  the  overall  mortality  rate 
attnbutable  to  lUD  insertions  and  use  for  the  United 
I  States  in  1972,  and  to  perform  an  epidemiologic  analysis 
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of  major  morbidity  experience  related  to  lUD’s  which 
might  suggest  appropriate  preventive  or  therapeutic 
measures.  (For  further  information;  Carl  W.  Tyler, 
Jr.,  Center  for  Disease  Control,  telephone  (404)  633- 
3611.) 

Department  of  Transportation 

Community  transportation  survey  (singletime). — A 
survey  to  assess  the  impact  of  freeways  on  households 
and  other  institutions.  Results  may  be  of  assistance  to 
decisionmakers  in  identifying  community  needs  when 
chcxjsing  freeway  route  Icxrations  and  alignments.  (For 
further  information;  Martin  M.  Stein,  Department  of 
Transportation,  telephone  (202)  426-2933.) 

Federal  Highway  Administration 

Relocation  assistance  procedures  survey  (singletime). 
— This  is  Part  I  of  a  two-part  study  to  identify  and  evalu¬ 
ate  various  methods  used  in  providing  relcxation  assist¬ 
ance  and  services.  Part  I  deals  with  the  methods  utilized 
in  providing  relocation  assistance  and  services.  Data 
obtained  in  this  survey  will  be  used  in  selecting  5  or  10 
metropolitan  areas  for  more  intensive  analysis  in  Part  II 
of  the  study.  (For  further  information:  Thomas  F. 
Henry,  Federal  Highway  Administration,  Department  of 
Transportation,  telephone  (202)  426-0281.) 

National  Science  Foundation 

Survey  of  doctoral  scientists  and  engineers  (single¬ 
time)  . — Information  on  education,  employment,  and 
related  items  will  be  obtained  from  a  sample  of  50,000 
doctoral  level  scientists  and  engineers.  The  survey  will 
be  made  by  the  National  Research  Council  and  the 
results  will  be  incorporated  into  the  Manpower  Char¬ 
acteristics  System  which  is  designed  to  provide  scien¬ 
tific  and  engineering  manpower  information  on  a  timely 
basis.  (For  further  information:  J.  James  Brown,  Study 
Director,  Manpower  Characteristics  Group,  telephone 
(202)  282-7710.) 


%  1973 


187 


PERSONNEL  NOTES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTL'RE 

Statistical  Reporting  Service:  The  following  Statisticians  in 
Charge  of  State  Statistical  Offices  are  retiring  from  Govern¬ 
ment  service:  Alabama.  George  B.  Strong;  Florida,  Joseph 
E.  Mullin;  Iowa,  Rcx:er  H.  Sutherland;  New  York,  Wil¬ 
liam  I.  Bair;  and  Wyoming,  Lester  J.  Hoffman. 

Donald  B.  Jones,  formerly  Assistant  Statistician  in  the 
South  Carolina  office,  has  been  named  Statistician  in  Charge 
of  the  Alabama  office.  Robert  A.  McGregor,  formerly  Chief, 
Data  Collection  Branch,  Surv-ey  Division,  has  been  named 
Statistician  in  Charge  of  the  Florida  office.  Duane  M.  Skow, 
formerly  Assistant  Statistician  in  the  California  office,  will  now 
be  in  charge  of  the  Iowa  office.  Glenn  W.  Suter,  formerly 
Head  of  the  Enumerative  Sun-ey  Section,  Survey  Division,  has 
been  named  to  head  the  New  York  office.  Robert  F.  Carver, 
formerly  in  the  Livestock  Section,  Estimates  Division,  has 
been  named  to  head  the  Wyoming  State  Statistical  Office. 

Dan  C.  Tucker,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  Ohio  State  Sta¬ 
tistical  Office,  has  been  named  Chief  of  the  Data  Collection 
Branch,  Surs-ey  Division  in  Washington.  He  is  being  re¬ 
placed  in  Ohio  by  Homer  L.  Carter,  formerly  Statistician 
in  Charge  of  the  Louisiana  office.  Samuel  L.  Guy,  formerly 
in  the  Crops  Branch,  Estimates  Division,  has  been  named  in 
charge  of  the  Louisiana  office. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Social  and  Economic  Statistics  Administration:  Edward  D. 
Failor,  a  lawyer  and  former  judge,  has  been  appointed  Ad¬ 
ministrator  of  the  Social  and  Economic  Statistics  Administra¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Failor  was  previously  with  the  U.S.  Bureau  of 
Mines  as  Staff  Associate  to  the  Director  and  Chief,  Office  of 
Assessments  and  Compliance  Assistance. 

Bureau  of  the  Census:  International  Statistical  Programs  has 
reported  the  following  change  in  its  overseas  advisory  staff 
o[>erating  under  the  Technical  Assistance  Programs  of  the 
Agency  for  International  Development:  Patricia  E.  Anderson, 
Statistical  Adviser  (Demography)  and  George  F.  Kearns, 
Demographic  Statistics  Adviser,  have  returned  to  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census  for  reassignment  after  completion  of  regular 
tours  of  duty  in  Saigon.  Robert  O.  Bartram  has  completed  a 
tour  of  duty  as  Principal  Data  Processing  Adviser  to  the 


Brazilian  Institute  of  Geography  and  Statistics  and  has » 
turned  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for  reassignment. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION.  AND 
WELFARE 

National  Center  for  Health  Statistics:  Thomas  N.  E.  Gil 
viLLE  (telephone  443-1224)  recently  joined  the  Office  of  Sb 
tistical  Methods  as  a  mathematical  statistician.  From  I9B> 
73,  Dr.  Greville  was  professor  of  business  administration  at  tk 
University  of  Wisconsin  in  Madison. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics:  JOEL  PoPKiN  has  resigned  as  As 
sistant  Commissioner  for  Prices  and  Living  Conditions  to  be 
come  senior  staff  economist  at  the  Council  of  Economic  M 
risers.  Before  his  appointment  as  assistant  commissioua  i 
1969,  Dr.  Popkin  had  served  as  Chief,  Division  of  Price  lai 
Index  Number  Research  for  3  years. 

U.S.  POSTAL  SERVICE 

Bernard  P.  Bernsten  (telephone  961-7617)  who  » 
cently  completed  a  year  of  study  as  a  Federal  ''Mid-cai(i^ 
Fellow  at  Princeton  University’s  Woodrow  Wilson  School  d 
Public  Administration,  has  been  promoted  to  the  position  ef 
Senior  Economist,  Economic  Analysis  Division,  Finance  De 
partment. 

DEATHS 

Nathaniel  Swersky,  Chief  of  the  Foreign  Trade  Progti* 
ming  Branch  in  the  Foreign  Trade  Division,  Bureau  of  tk 
Census,  died  suddenly  on  February  28,  1973,  at  the  age  of 
53.  During  his  many  years  of  government  service,  Mr.  Swenkf 
had  received  a  number  of  awards,  including  the  Meritoriw 
Service  Award  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 

Donald  C.  Riley  died  April  28,  1973  after  a  long  illnai. 
I'ntil  his  retirement  in  1965,  Mr.  Riley  served  as  Deputy  Qwf 
of  the  Office  of  Statistical  Standards,  Bureau  of  the  Budget 
He  also  served  as  Executive  Director  and  Secretary-Treasuio 
of  the  American  Statistical  Association  from  1955  to  1968,  and 
subsequently  as  a  consultant  to  the  Association. 


For  sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402. 
Price  35  cents  (single  copy).  Subscription  Price:  $3. 50  domestic  postpaid;  $1.00  additional  for  foreign  mailing. 
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